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Heritage as is 



TUBBATAHA REEFS 
NATURAL PARK 

BEAUTY AND BIODIVERSITY 



TUBBATAHA REEFS NATURAL PARK 
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park is home to some of the 
most beautiful coral reefs in the world. Rising from the 
volcanic depths of the Sulu Sea in the western Philippines, 
these magnificent atolls encompass an astonishing 
diversity of marine life. 
 

The park is an underwater sanctuary where nature 
thrives. Tubbataha is the Philippines' first national marine 
park and is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a place of 
global importance being preserved for future generations 
of humankind. 
 

Tubbataha supports an unparalleled variety of marine 
creatures. Colorful reef fish crowd corals growing in the 
shallows while sharks and pelagics haunt the steep drop 
offs to the open sea. 
 

A team of rangers are stationed on the reef year-round 
and, from March until June, divers visit Tubbataha to 
experience the wonders of this unique underwater world. 



Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park (TRNP) lies in the middle of the Sulu Sea and falls under the 
political jurisdiction of Cagayancillo, an island municipality situated 130km to the north. The 
park is 150km southeast of Puerto Princesa City - capital of the Province of Palawan - the usual 
jump-off point for visitors and dive boats going to Tubbataha. It is composed of North and 
South Atolls and the adjacent Jessie Beazley Reef 

Location 



Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park is home to no less than: 
 

● About 600 species of fish 
● 360 species of corals (about half of all coral 

species in the world) 
● 12 species of sharks 
● 13 species of dolphins & whales 
● Nesting Hawksbill & Green sea turtles 
● Over 100 species of birds 
 

The park contains roughly 10,000 hectares of coral 
reef, lying at the heart of the Coral Triangle - the 
centre of global marine biodiversity. 

Biodiversity 



Conservation Efforts 









Significance Criterion:  
 
The Puerto-Princesa Subterranean River National Park features a 
spectacular limestone or karst landscape. It contains an 
underground river that flows directly to the sea. The lower half 
of the river is brackish and subject to ocean tide. The associated 
tidal influence on the river makes this a significant natural 
phenomenon. The river’s cavern exhibits dramatic speleothems 
and several large chambers of as much as 120m wide and 60m 
high. Its accessibility and navigability up to 4.5km inland allows it 
to be experienced by the general public, who can view the 
magnificent rock formations on a river cruise unequalled by any 
other similar experience elsewhere in the world. 
 
 







Declaration Criteria: 
 
The Committee inscribed in the Rice 
Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras on 
the World Heritage List in 1995. The 
terraces are notable for their great 
beauty, and are an excellent example of 
the interweaving of environment and 
cultural characteristics in a sustainable 
manner.  
 



TYPICAL 

IFUGAO 

VILLAGE

 
 
 
 

It is a structure that was 
not built in one day.  
 

A product of centuries of 
adaptation to changing 
environmental conditions. 
 

Maintaining the structure 
means using it. 

   Understanding the Structure   



Focus should be on safeguarding 
the “conservation practice” 

It is a system of conservation. 

It is a heritage system. 



It had been maintained with 
one goal in mind. To increase 
its capacity to produce food. 

Accompanying rituals are 
oriented towards the same 
goal a miraculous increase of 
the rice yield 



   Brochure 



NAMRIA Mapping 
Rice Terraces Conservation Efforts 



The  Baroque Churches 
of the Philippines 

Faith and 
Understanding 

_____________________ 



San Agustin Church, Intramuros, Manila Nuetra Señora de la Asuncion Church Santa 
Maria, Ilocos Sur 
 

Santo Tomas de Villanueva  Church, Miagao, 
Iloilo 

San Agustin Church, Paoay, Ilocos Norte 



Significance 
 

Philippine baroque Church Architecture, which rose 
in response to local, natural  and climatic 
conditions, was done by Filipino, Chinese and 
Japanese craftsmen who had no experience of 
Western Architecture….Unintentionally, these 
friar-builders and native craftsmen reinterpreted 
the European Baroque to establish a style that is 
deceptively western in appearance but Philippine in 
spirit and contest. 



Criteria 
The group of churches established a 
style of building and design that was 
adapted to the physical conditions in the 
Philippines which had an important 
influence on later church architecture in 
the region. 



Santo Tomas De Villanueva Church 
in Miagao, Iloilo 



Miagao church details 

Coconut Tree 

Papaya Tree 

Guava Tree 



Conservation Effort 
National Museum of the Philippines, 2009 



San Agustin Church  
inPaoay, Ilocos Norte 



Back part of Paoay church 

Brick materials from  
the local community  



Conservation Efforts 



Nuetra Señora  
de la Asuncion Church  
in Santa Maria, Ilocos Sur 



Virgin Mary on Guava Tree Guava Tree 



Conservation Effort 



San Agustin Church 
in Intramuros, Manila 



Trop  l’oiul ceiling painting like in European dome 
done by italian painters 



Conservation effort, 2009 of National Museum 



1st BISHOPS’ SPECIAL 
GATHERING ON THE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE CHURCH 
Paco, Manila 
 



Heritage City of Vigan  
 EPITOME OF CULTURAL 

DIVERSITY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

Vigan represents a unique fusion 
of Asian buidling design and 
construction with European 
colonial architecture and planning. 



Ciudad Fernandina de Vigan 

Map of Vigan 

Law of the Indies 
(Ley de las Indias) as 
proclaimed by King 
Philip in 1573. 



Crisologo Street 



Capiz window 

Ventanillas 

Capiz shell window allow light and air 
to enter freely within. 



Calado wood cutouts 

Walls have a band of cut-out 
wooden fretwork (calado) that 
allowed air circulation. 



 CULTURAL MAPPING 



 CAPACITY BUILDING 






